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Yahrtzeit 2023
By Larry Lesser

_Americans don giant foam sombreros and handlebar mustache
~ to chug Coronas for Mexico every May on

my Dad’s secular

death date. But | go by the Hebrew calendar,

starting the 27th of Nisan by lighting

a full-day candle sans blessing and ponder

where my small El Paso community

might yield a minyan - the quorum to let me say

the Mourner's Kaddish prayer.

This year, Dad's yahrtzeit is a Tuesday, tough
‘cause each congregation rarely has or never tries
for a Tuesday minyan.

___This year's best shot is the Reform temple,

- siteof the city-wide

~ event for Yom HaShoah,

same Hebrew date as Dad's yahrtzeit,

a last mercy

for his only son.

This Holocaust remembrance will end
with the “Camps Kaddish” - Elie Wiesel's version

Those inserts into death-free praise

show Kaddish as not just prayer,

but also experience, memoriam, and theology.
Wiesel heard

boxcar captives

say Kaddish to pre-mourn themselves.

For good measure, | also hit a Zoom kaddish minyan,
typing my name, city, and Dad’s name in the chat.
After rabbi's brief d'var with nod to Yom HaShoah, we unmute
to say Kaddish as together

as dozens of reading and computer speeds allow.
The jumbled grief-cadence forces focus

to link one word

to the next. Like Talmudic dissent,

we're on the same page.

where tongue-twisting Aramaic alternates with sites of mass killing.
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08-23  Welcome Back Bash
The Mango Cakes and DJ Flipz
Food Trucks, WNMU student clubs & activities
Regents Square, 5:30 PM Free

09-04  Artist Shawn Skabelund Thinking Like a Mountain
Lecture | Light Hall Theater, 6 PM Free
Opening Reception | McCray Gallery, 7 PM Free
Exhibit runs through 10/2

09-25  Tarwa N-Tiniri 5-piece Moroccan desert blues
The Gardens at Light Hall, 7 PM Free

10-02 Dom Flemons The American Songster
Multi-instrumentalist and folk scholar
Light Hall Theater, 7 PM $20

10-04  Distinguished Speaker Series
Author Craig Childs The Wild Dark
Light Hall Theater, 7PM Free

10-09  Farah Siraj
Jordanian vocalist fusing flamenco, jazz and pop
Light Hall Theater, 7 PM $20

10-23  Edwina and Charles Milner Women in the Arts
Eva Gabrielle Flynn Made of This Place
Lecture | Light Hall Theater, 6 PM Free
Opening Reception | McCray Gallery, 7 PM Free
Exhibition runs through 11/20

11-03  Creede Repertory Theater
Raquel’s Purple Pineapple Adventures
Bilingual, educational musical for ages K-6
Fine Arts Center Theatre, 10:30 AM

11-20  Naturally 7 Vocal artistry fusing R&B, soul and pop
Fine Arts Center Theatre, 7 PM $20

12-04  Ballet Nepantla Nacimiento
Mexican folkldrico paired with classical ballet
Fine Arts Center Theatre, 7 PM $20

12-06  Jingle & Mingle Seasonal celebration for all ages
Regents Square, 5:30 — 8 PM Free

Children 17 and under admitted free with ticket to all shows.

Naturally 7
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Celebr.

A Decade of
WNMU Cultural Affairs
2015 - 2025

Thﬂnk you to all of our

Supporters & Sponsors!
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